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2021 Convention Workshop 

COVID 19  

5-11 year olds, DPH mobile van, school clinics 

66% of 12-17 are fully vaccinated, 73% of 12-17 have had one dose 

22 testing sites for employees  

Screen and stay- Allow students and staff who are unvaccinated or partially 
vaccinated to remain in school after close contact with a COVID-19 case. 

Parents sign attestation on first day saying they will screen child for 14 days.  

1. The only contact occurred during the school day (no extracurricular or social contact)  

2. If indoors or on a school bus or other transportation, both the contact and the case were 
masked during exposure  

3. If outdoors, masked or unmasked but staff supervised (e.g., mask breaks, PE, recess) 

4. The Contact remains asymptomatic (any symptoms revert to regular isolation/quarantine) 

Religious vaccine exemption for MMR  

Lawsuit- We the Patriots USA, v. CT Office of Early Childhood, other state 
agencies, Bethel, Stamford, Glastonbury.  

HVAC 

Having taken a comprehensive look at their HVAC systems, many have found 
repair and replacement necessary. OPM has been asked but will not add 
replacement costs to the school construction bonding allowances. Since that ask, 
an agency official has retired.  

Critical Race Theory  

Critical race theory (CRT) originated in the 1970s as a legal theory to analyze how 
past laws promoted inequity and their ongoing impact.  In the 1990s, some 
colleges of education also started incorporating CRT into their coursework to help 
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aspiring school administrators and teachers better understand inequities in the 
context of education.  

 
Juvenile Justice 

Juvenile Justice 

Republican are holding public hearings, Certificate programs, more students 
completing FAFSA, restorative practices, increase in parent engagement 

Bus driver shortage 

Need for more drivers, Changes to driver retest- removing the written exam.  

 

Task Forces 

Special Education 

To examine the provision of services and funding from 2016/17 through 2019/20. 

Not all members have been appointed so has not met. 

Patrice McCarthy, CABE’s Deputy Director and General Counsel serves as CABE’s 
representative. 

Remote Learning Commission 

Requires SDE to establish a commission to analyze and provide recommendations 
about remote learning for K-12 public school students. Remote learning means 
instruction using one or more Internet-based software platforms as part of a 
remote learning model. Report its findings and recommendations to the 
Governor, the SBE, and the Education and Children’s committees by July 1, 2022.  

Lon Seidman, Essex and Region 4, serves as CABE’s representative. 

Children’s Needs 

Examine the comprehensive needs of children in the state and the extent to 
which the needs are being met by educators, community members, and local and 
state agencies. Will be using the 5 tenets of the whole child to work thru their 
charge: healthy, safe, engaged, supported and challenged. 
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FAFSA 

Develop ways to improve student FAFSA completion rates. 

Leonard Lockhart, Windsor serves as CABE’s representative. 

Supreme Court Case 

Mahanoy Area School District v. B.L., U.S. Supreme Court decided June 23, 2021 

A high school student was disciplined after posting a message on snapchat. The 
message contained profanity and was sent after not making the varsity 
cheerleading team. 

The Supreme Court ruled that schools do indeed have authority to punish student 
conduct that occurs off-campus, but that authority is less than with on-campus 
speech, and in the current instance, the school had overstepped its authority. 

Here is a little more legally-geared insight:  

With the decision in Mahanoy, what is known as the Tinker standard of being able 
to punish speech that either “substantially disrupts” school activities or infringes 
upon the freedoms of other students, is still relevant, but the Supreme Court 
appeared to be inserting an additional variable in determining whether 
punishment is, or was, warranted, and that is to consider whether the speech was 
off-campus. The speech being off-campus would lessen the authority of the 
school to punish a student.  

 

Houston Community College System v. Wilson, Supreme Court oral arguments 
11/2/21 

Issue:  Does a school board censure of a member for speech or conduct that 
violates board rules violates First Amendment free speech rights 

 

 

 

 
 


