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2020 Legislative Issues


The Advisory Commission on Intergovernmental Relations
 

ACIR will be advising a task force to study ways to encourage greater and improved collaboration among the state and municipal governments and regional bodies.  They recommend-

-Shared and regional services should be built on work done previously to build on past objectives.

-Connecticut, at each level of government, must embrace the application of technology and data innovation.


-Flexible school governance is essential to the function, sustainability and excellence of public education.


-Collaborative regional programs are needed to help local school districts provide cost effective and efficient high quality services for special education.


-Pilot and incentivize shared/regional services to foster real change.


 “Other Recommendations”- 


-piggybacking of government contracts for purchasing


-utilize reverse auctions 
       
-require RESCs to submit annual report


-have SDE attend RESC Alliance meetings
   

-RESC and COG serve as standing committee to advise ACIR


-require that the use of public funds for education transportation be based on a measurable system predicated on efficiency.


Region 4 “supervisory” district to be an LEA.

Lon Seidman serves on ACIR as CABE’s Appointment

Healthy School Start Open Forum (starting the school day later)

 
A Trinity professor (former West Hartford board member) mentioned a new law in CA that would change middle school to start no earlier than 8 am and high school no earlier than 8:30am. It is to be implemented by 7/1/22. It exempts rural districts. 


Of the four speakers, the last to speak was Dr. Michelle Ku, Newtown BOE Chair/CABE’s Board. Newtown’s new schedule began in 2017.

Vaccines


At the first meeting on the issue in October, advocates for repealing the non-medical exemption discussed allies and strategy.
There is a Bristol parents court case to prohibit release of vaccine data by DPH, which has been denied.  

A list of schools was released by the DPH on 10/21, based on the data for kindergarten students. 134 schools in Connecticut fall below the federal recommended 95% rate. The release cites an increase from 2% to 2.5%. 

A fourth case of measles was reported in CT on 10/25.

Social and Emotional Learning and School Climate Collaborative

The collaborative will create a subcommittee to “develop a model positive school climate policy.” (PA 19-166 section 2).

CABE has submitted its model policy.

Patrice McCarthy, CABE’s Deputy Director and General Counsel serves as CABE’s Appointment.
Dyslexia  (SA 19-8)
The task force will be analyzing and making recommendations on issues relating to the implementation of the laws (from 2014-17) governing dyslexia instruction and training in the state. They approved 5 subcommittees at their first meeting in October. They will be reviewing laws passed in other states, preservice courses of study, district support and implementation, and practicum guidance.

Special Education Preschool Work Group  (PA 19-184)
Legislation creates a work group to study and make recommendations concerning children who are no longer eligible for Birth to Three services and not yet enrolled in kindergarten.

Undirected Play Task Force  (PA 19-173)
The task force will study issues relating to, and the feasibility of, including undirected playtime during the regular school day in public elementary schools.

Patrice McCarthy, CABE’s Deputy Director and General Counsel serves as CABE’s Appointment.
African American/Black and Puerto Rican/Latino high school course of studies Advisory Group
(PA 19-12)
The State Education Resource Center (SERC) is charged with developing the curriculum along with SDE. The Advisory Group’s work will include a yearlong scope and sequence aligned with the State Board of Education-approved curriculum guidelines and with the statewide subject matter content standards. 
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