
 

 

 

 

This editorial first appeared in the March 2018 CABE Journal. 

 

A Single Board Member or Superintendent Can Make a Difference 

By Robert Rader, Executive Director, CABE 

 

A legislative victory for school boards and CABE last year was the passage of P.A.17-37. This act implemented 

recommendations from the Task Force on Professional Development and In-Service Training Requirements for 

Educators. 

 

As you may remember, the idea of changing how and when districts provide professional development to their 

staffs came from Old Saybrook Superintendent Jan Perruccio, who put a monetary figure on what time was lost 

in the district because of annual required training. Patrice McCarthy and Sheila McKay then used this 

information to encourage the leadership of the Education Committee to establish the Task Force, which 

unanimously voted to recommend removing some of the PD mandates. 

 

The lesson for school boards and superintendents is that one person can make a difference at the Legislature for 

all districts, especially when supported by credible data and a logical idea. 

 

Legislation still requires the State Board, “within available appropriations and utilizing available materials” to 

make subject matter available to districts on, for example, such topics as Holocaust and genocide education and 

awareness, the Great Famine in Ireland, African-American, Puerto Rican and Native American history, as well 

as domestic violence and teen dating, and mental health first aid training. 

 

A New Mandate? 

There have been, and will continue to be, attempts to mandate the teaching of some of these areas. In early 

January, I was approached about the possibility of requiring the Holocaust to be taught to students. Because of 

my background, I have always been interested in the Holocaust and I am a member of the Connecticut Regional 

Board of the Anti-Defamation League (ADL). ADL is dedicated to fighting anti-Semitism and all forms of 

bigotry, defends democratic ideals and protects civil rights for all. Those who approached me wanted my 

opinion on mandating the teaching of the Holocaust. 

 

Survivors of the Holocaust are becoming harder to find as the years pass. There are fewer witnesses to this 

awful period of history. Those who would like to see a mandate want to ensure, for very good reason, that the 

many lessons of how people treated millions of fellow human beings, how the Nazis and their allies gained 

power and persecuted Jews and others, and developed the “Final Solution,” are imparted to the next 

generation(s). 

 

Those who want to mandate the training may believe that the events in Charlottesville last summer, virtually 

require us to teach the Holocaust. Charlottesville was where American neo-Nazis and members of the Ku Klux 

Klan marched, yelled that they would “not be replaced” by Jews, and a young woman was killed as she 

protested against the white supremacists. 
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The anti-Semitic and other hate speech and crimes we have seen, including in our own State, remind us that we 

always have to protect and strengthen civility. I am very proud that the CABE Delegate Assembly stated exactly 

that in a position statement unanimously adopted last November.  

It also should be remembered that there is no funding for what would be a mandate. Material is only required to 

be developed by the Connecticut State Department of Education (SDE) if the State provides it with funding. 

 

Lessons of the Holocaust 

I agree that the lessons of the Holocaust cannot and must not be forgotten. I also believe that the teaching of the 

other subjects mentioned in the law are critical for our students to understand their own history and culture and 

that of other groups. They contain lessons for all of us and demonstrate the Legislature’s desire for our students 

to have their eyes widened to more than just the “usual” subjects. 

 

In addition, I believe that students must learn about history so as not to repeat it. We need our students to be 

well-rounded and have an understanding of all the subjects in the law. 

 

However, mandated training would come with the expectation that the curriculum be taught in a certain way. I 

would much prefer that teachers and their students study the Holocaust in a number of ways: reading and 

discussing Night by Elie Wiesel, making a visit to a Holocaust Museum or having a survivor discuss what he or 

she experienced.  

 

The Board Member’s Role  

As Vin Mustaro stated in the Journal’s Policy Corner in November, Boards affect the curriculum in three 

ways: 

 “First, the board should make a commitment to the curriculum… Curriculum issues should be a regular 

part of board meeting agendas. Meeting time should be spent discussing what is being taught, how it is 

being taught, and the results attained. 

 Second, the board must allocate adequate resources. Commitment to curriculum development must be 

accompanied by the adoption of a budget that provides adequate resources. 

 Next, the board must maintain a curriculum focus. It should require frequent reports from the 

administration through a series of curriculum-related presentations to the board on the educational 

program…” 

If I was a school board member and interested in how the district teaches about the Holocaust, I would speak to 

the Superintendent, or to the Assistant Superintendent of Instruction, if there is one, to learn about how the 

district handles this subject. I would want to know when lessons on the Holocaust are taught in the district’s 

schools. I would ask if materials (if any) developed by SDE are provided to the staff. I also would ask how the 

material was used and about what was taught. 

 

Of course, because of the sensitive and emotional nature of teaching about the Holocaust, it may be appropriate 

for the full Board to discuss the subject. 

 

I would do the same on any subjects I thought important for students, whether or not in the list in PA17-37. It is 

the board’s responsibility to connect the will of the community to the education of its children and every board 

member should exercise their responsibility to ask appropriate questions about curriculum. 

 

As I told the well-meaning individuals who spoke to me about Holocaust education, we are determined to help 

boards provide lessons to their students and will be glad to disseminate information and best practices. In this 

way, I think we make the best contribution to our members. 
 

 


