
Comments on Civil Rights Protections and 

Supports for Transgender Students 

 

Chairman Taylor, Commissioner Wentzell and members of the State 

Board of Education. 

 

My name is Robert Rader. I am the executive director of the Connecticut 

Association of Boards of Education, best known as CABE. I am also the 

proud father of a son who transitioned from the sex he was assigned at 

birth, to that of a male. He went through the Glastonbury Public Schools. 

He is today a high school English teacher in the Canton Public Schools. 

 

CABE has long stood up for minorities in our school districts. Our 

members believe that all of our students, regardless of gender, race, 

national orientation or sexual orientation, are entitled to equal 

educational opportunities and to be treated equitably in the classroom 

and other school settings. 

 

We applaud the Governor and Commissioner Wentzell for their 

memorandum to our superintendents of schools “reaffirming the State of 

Connecticut’s unwavering commitment to provide every student in 

Connecticut with access to a high quality education in a safe, supportive, 

inclusive and welcoming environment.” At a time when the Federal 

Government’s position on these issues can at best be described as 

“ambiguous”, Connecticut is leading the way forward. 

 

The Guidance before the Board is consistent with the needs of 

transgender students. GLSEN, perhaps the most influential and well-

known of organizations working on behalf of LGBT individuals, has 

reported that 41% of transgender individuals will attempt suicide in their 

lives, compared to 4% of the population in general.  

 

Too many youths wrestling with questions of their own gender identity 

take their own lives, cut themselves, are thrown out of their homes by 

their parents and develop psychological injuries that last their whole 



lives. By turning a spotlight on these children and treating them with 

respect, we can protect them from such results. 

 

I know that this area is often difficult to understand for people who have 

not met a transgender person or believe that they have not met such a 

person. As the Guidance implicitly indicates, to provide respect to a 

transgender individual, one should understand best how the individual 

wants to be treated.  

 

Having dealt with these issues with my son and my family, I can tell you 

that it has been a learning experience. Issues such as name change, 

transitioning, names and pronouns and dress have been issues with 

which we have wrestled. I appreciate the Guidance for tackling these 

issues, and that of restrooms, locker rooms and physical education in a 

positive, thoughtful manner. 

 

The policies CABE has developed and provided to school districts over 

the last few years are consistent with these Guidelines and we have 

made them available to SDE. There are a wealth of resources available 

on these issues, including my son’s TEDX Talk 

(https://youtu.be/8ciSDE7SDPI) on growing up transgender on YouTube. 

Just look for Dustin Rader. Dusty also has spoken before students, 

faculty and others on these issues. 

 

By its action here today in adopting this Guidance, the State Board can 

help provide school districts with advice as to ensure these students, now 

in our schools or who will be our students in the future, start out feeling 

“valued, visible, protected, and empowered to pursue their education in a 

safe and inclusive learning environment” from the time they first enter 

our schools. 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 

https://youtu.be/8ciSDE7SDPI

