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By Robert Rader, Executive Director, CABE

Common Core and . . .  Teddy Roosevelt?

In my editorial this month [above], I wrote about David
Coleman’s and the College Boards encouragement of
changes in curriculum that are the Common Core Standards.
He emphasized the importance of students having context in
their early reading about history, art, culture and other
subjects which will enable them to better understand the
historical and other subjects that they will learn about as
they grow older.

This got me thinking about a book recommended to me by
President Lydia Tedone’s husband, Peter.  He loves read-ing
about history, as do I, and thought it was a good read.

The book, The Imperial Cruise:  A Secret History of
Empire and War, was written by James Bradley, who also
wrote Flags of Our Fathers, about his Dad and the other
Marines who raised the American flag over Mount Suribachi
on Iwo Jima in 1945.

The book describes the author’s belief that Teddy
Roosevelt and others in his government believed in the
“Aryan myth” that he and other white Americans were
destined to rule the world, whether through war, treaties
(that were often ignored) or other means, including mak-ing
secret deals with countries when it fit that belief.  He and
others thought that they were descended from the Aryans
and that it was their responsibility to push east — from
England, where many started, to America and across the
continent, then to Hawaii, the Philippines, Japan and China.

During this “manifest destiny”, these descendants of
Germans would kill, rape and destroy other ethnic groups,
whether Native Americans, Cubans, Hawaiians, Filipinos or
any other group that did not agree to succumb to the new
imperialists and their culture.

For example, he describes the grue-some killing of 400
Chinese who had been living in Wyoming after the 200
whites who were living there decided they didn’t want the
Chinese in their town.  The Chinese in America who did great
work building our railroads were depicted as lazy, drunk
individuals – much as African-Americans were presented.
Whites were presented as hardworking, forthright people,
while often the reality was the exact reverse.

Korea was supposedly a “brother” protected by its
American brother, but was secretly allowed to be taken over
by the Japanese thanks to Roosevelt’s strategy.  The
Japanese were considered “Honorary Aryans”.

The “imperial cruise” concerns the long voyage of
Roosevelt’s Secretary of State William Howard Taft’ s
cruise, along with Roosevelt’s daughter Alice, across the
Pacific to Japan and China and their perspectives on the
countries they visited.

Perhaps the most explosive charge in the book is that by
Roosevelt’s scheming and the consequences that resulted,
Japanese hardliners were encouraged and this paved the
way to Japanese imperialism and eventually the attack on
Pearl Harbor.

Why am I writing about all this?
It is because if our children are to understand their place

their world, they need to be exposed to many perspectives
on how America grew and the bad things that happened as
well as the good.  Although I read a lot of history, I had
never read such a narrative, pulling together the strands of
what happened so vividly and so negatively.  It was quite a
shock; after all this was 40 years after the Civil War and it
could be argued that American soldiers and sailors treated
other people at least as  badly as slaves.  And, this is not
ancient history; it was just 100 years ago.

It is not the history that I was taught about America.
There will be more books coming out in the next year or

so on Teddy Roosevelt, including one by Doris Kearns
Goodwin, who also wrote Team of Rivals.

It will be interesting to compare the authors’ views with
those portrayed by James Bradley. One needn’t agree with
Bradley’s history, but having other knowledge about the
period puts it into a perspective that makes history alive and
provides us with valuable lessons.

If it is true as Churchill said that “Those that fail to learn
from history, are doomed to repeat it”, then it is crucial that
our students know history, biography and other facts and
also opinions.  These books are about people, the mistakes
they made and the successes as well.

Only by putting these stories into a frame of reference
that includes context can our students avoid the mistakes
that others, like Bradley’s Teddy Roosevelt, have made.
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