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Good apps vs. bad apps
There are pros and cons to signing your child up as

a mobile user. The apps may be one of the biggest
advantages to owning a smartphone. We can text or
phone our children to check in or plan for after-school
and activity pick-up, maintain a household calendar,
download books and organize study habits and tasks.
It is not all good news, though.

As with all technology use, parents need to be
aware of some pitfalls to avoid. If your child has a
smartphone, check the device periodically for these
apps and be aware of how your child uses his or her
phone.

Here are a few dangerous apps identified in The
Atlanta Public Schools Examiner:

• Yik Yak: Allows anonymous posts and GPS
location. Content can be sexually explicit, vulgar
or a personal attack that has been connected to
cyberbullying.

• Poof: Allows kids to hide an app or apps with a
single touch, making it difficult to monitor mobile
app usage.

• SnapChat: Allows content to be viewed for 10

seconds before disappearing. The viewer can
save the post as an image and redistribute.
Many kids don’t know that the temporary post
may not be temporary.

• Down: Allows the user to categorize Facebook
friends from hang out with to hook up with.

• Whisper: Allows users to post anonymously to
people, who can search for location of user to
within one mile. There is a danger of sexual
predators tracking young users.

• Omegle: This video app allows anonymous
posts and matches users through Facebook
likes. The concern is that strangers may use the
app to communicate with children.

• Kik Messenger: Allows anonymous, private
messages that can be hidden from parents. The
app has been the source of school fights and a
way for predators to pose as teens.

www.examiner.com/article/what-parents-should-
know-about-dangerous-apps-targeting-children. This
first appeared in the CABE CONNection, September
2014.




